
Reverend Randy’s Ramblings:

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be
glad in it”- Psalm 118:24:

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

The above verse is an exhortation of joy. It is a celebration… A
reminder that all good things come from God.

The Holy Spirit has definitely been at work at Bethlehem
recently. The Spirit has worked through the people of
Bethlehem, inspiring them to serve others. The Bethlehem
Ladies held a successful food drive to support the Kiel Area
Food Pantry. Randy Olm made a presentation to the group and
we learned about the growing issue of food insecurity in our
area. We also held our Mission and Service Sunday. The people
of Bethlehem made over 200 sandwiches for The Guest House
of Milwaukee and 40 hygiene kits for Church World Service. The
younger members cleaned up two miles of Highway X under the
supervision of a few adults. These projects reflect the heart of
Bethlehem’s people.
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NOVEMBER DEADLINE:

WEDNESDAY, October 22nd 

 @ 5pm      
Send to Traci at

trabefamily5@gmail.com



Reverend Randy’s Ramblings (continued):

Let us celebrate our efforts! As the psalmist writes, “let us rejoice and be glad.” Well done, 
Bethlehem! Our work will never be complete, unfortunately. We mustn’t celebrate too long 
before we continue our efforts to serve “the least of these.”

My God continue to bless the Bethlehem family,

Pastor Randy
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI  53042

Phone:  920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC 

on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at  www.bethlehemkiel.org 

Our Spiritual Leader:
 Reverend Randall Koppenhaver

    Phone:  920.286.2531 or email:  randynmel5@gmail.com

 Sunday School every Sunday September - May
 Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings. Our service begins

at 9:30am.
 Tune your car radio to 101.3FM to listen to the service in the church 

parking lot at 9:30am.
 View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook 

live stream at 9:30am http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/ OR watch the 
recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website anytime that is 
convenient for you and your family www.bethlehemkiel.org 

 

    

IFyou are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your giving envelope/check to: 
Bethlehem UCC 

      c/o Ruthie Rumpff 
   11608 Lax Chapel Road, 

  Kiel, WI 53042 
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for detail
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2025 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members

Reverend Randall Koppenhaver (920)286-2531 or randynmel5@gmail.com
Elder/President - Steve Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com

Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder –  Lee Watson (920)562-0588 or lwatson@kiel.k12.wi.us  

Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 or LandKBowe@outlook.com

Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 or srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175 or jm59umland@gmail.com
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Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website
www.bethlehemkiel.org

Click on the donate button to make a secure online contribution today!

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church.  This option was
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.

The on-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card.  The church is
charged 1.99% plus 49 cents for each transaction.  You have the option to add this charge to your

donation.  

Thank you for all your support!

__________________________________________________________________________

Pastoral Care:   Please keep me informed of hospitalizations and other pastoral care 
needs.   If you know of someone from our church family who is sick or in the hospital, 
ask if they've let me know.   If not, offer to contact me on their behalf.   I don't want 
anyone to feel unsupported in a time of need.    - Reverend Randy  (920)286-2531 or 
randynmel5@gmail.com

________________________________________________________________________________________

LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS!     

Reverend Randy is looking for persons interested in leading worship services as
liturgists. Lead the Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, and
Read a portion of the scriptures. A sign-up sheet is on the door to the pastor’s
office. Let Randy know if you have any questions. 
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Lectionary Readings for OCTOBER:

Sunday, October 5 ~  Lamentations 1:1-6; 3:19-26       Psalm 137

                                     Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4       Psalm 37:1-9

                                     2 Timothy 1:1-14

                                     Luke 17:5-10

Sunday, October 12  ~  Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7      Psalm 66:1-12

                                        2 Kings 5L1-3, 7-15     Psalm 111

                                        2 Timothy 2:8-15

                                        Luke 17:11-19

Sunday, October 19  ~  Jeremiah 31:27-34     Psalm 119:97-104 

                                        Genesis 32:22-31      Psalm 121

                                        2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

                                        Luke 18:1-8

Sunday, October 26  ~  Joel 2:23-32    Psalm 65

                                        Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22    Psalm 84:1-7

                                        2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18

                                        Luke 18:9-14

________________________________________________________________________________
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting:   9-9-2025

Present: Steven Voland, Jane Umland, Ross Westphalen, Kathy Bowe, Traci Rabe, Lee Watson, 
Ruthie Runpff and Rev Randy Koppenhaver

Call to order: 6:33 PM

Opening by Randy: Discussion on Queen of Sheba from 1 Kings and Biblical Foundation for First 
Impressions by Mark Entzminger

Monthly Reports

Financial Secretary – Ruthie

 Month income $6,523.00 ($2,168.00 below YTD
collection) $54,766.00 ($14,762.00 below YTD
requirement)  

The report is approved as presented (motion by Jane and 2nd by Lee)    
      Jingle Change – month of August – Pathways – $122.39 – rounded to $175.00

Treasurer – Jane

 Giving’s received in August to date are $6,962.81 bringing the checkbook balance to 
$34,716.45

The report is approved as presented (motion by Ross and 2nd by Ruthie)   

Building & Grounds Checking and Savings

Checking = $902.16 
Saving = $8,675.46   

CD update (Bank First) ($5000.00 ea.)
CD-#1088 invested ($5000.00)
CD #2548 invested ($5000.00)
CD #5815 invested ($5000.00)
CD #5409 invested ($5000.00)

Secretary – Kathy
The Secretary’s monthly mtg minutes were approved as printed in the August Spirit of Bethlehem.

Approved by Lee and 2nd by Traci.

Building & Grounds Updates 
 Door and window seals are being looked at by Rick & Tom R
 A few other small projects are on hold pending weather and help

 Landscape project by Merry Christians will proceed as soon as weather/time permits 
 Phase I complete

 Steve D. has completed fall maintenance on the furnaces and completed repairs on the AC. A 
donation has been made in his name to the Kiel 1st responders for his labor.
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting (continued):

Pastoral Report
Worship -     

 8/17, 8/24
 Upcoming “OFF” Sundays: Oct. 5

Upcoming:
 Sept 11 - Field of Dreams
 Sept 14 - Schisel baptism (met with parents on 8/29)
 Sept 14 - Blessing of the Backpacks
 Sept 14 - Communion

Confirmation/Youth/Sunday School     
 Confirmation:  2 returned commitments
  First class session on Sept 10 at 6pm 
  Lakeland Confirmation event on 9/24 @ 6:30pm
 Retreat has been tentatively set for Jan 16-17, 2026

Mission        
 Loads of Love - 9/7
 WISE 
 Approval of our WISE covenant is still pending
 Looking at some partnerships with NAMI of Manitowoc County
 Officer Adam Meyers is scheduled to speak on Monday, October 20, 6-8pm at the Kiel 

Community Center.  https://stopthethreatstopthestigma.org/
 Food Pantry - 9/25
 Mission and service Sunday - Sept 21: Hygiene kit drive in process
 Crop Walk on Oct 12 in Kiel- beginning at noon at St. Peters

Pastoral care
 Phone calls and left messages 3x
 Other electronic communication 5x
 Cards 3x  
 Visits 1x
 Care Center/Hospital visits 1x

Conference/Wider Church
 Aug 24 - attended Ecclesiastical Council for Bridget Hill @ New Horizons UCC, Kewaskum
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting (continued):

Other
 Aug 19 - United Church Men & Women mtg @ Ebenezer UCC in Sheboygan
 Aug 26- Held discussions with area UCC pastors about re-engaging youth.  The idea is to 

create an inter-church youth leadership team to discuss and plan activities and events. The 
first meeting will be Sunday, Sept. 21 at Saron UCC at 6pm.  We can send two youth 
delegates. 

Member Outreach – cards sent on behalf of Bethlehem – 1 sympathy & 1 comfort and healing 

 OLD BUSINESS

- Binder Up-date – Date/Volunteered.  Steven, Jane and Kathy volunteered to meet at a 
different date to review all positions and any other binder materials.

- Promethean Board – stand has been assembled by Louie and Rick (thank you)
- Mission Sunday

o Hot Tamale Meal sides/desserts/beverages provided by Consistory and Mission group
o Sign-up sheet for events in fellowship hall
o Gift cards and funds collected for hygiene kits

NEW BUSINESS
- Motion made by Ross and 2nd by Traci to give CD interest for September to hygiene kit project
- Looking into Hughes net changes (Starlink)
- Annual meeting planning for next meeting
- Pastoral review for next meeting

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
- 10/12 – CROP walk
- 10/20 – Officer Adam at Kiel Community Center

Motion to adjourn by Ruthie & Lee
Meeting adjourned at 8:02 PM

Next meeting – Oct 14, 2025  6:30 PM 

Closed with Lord’s Prayer

Secretary, Kathy Bowe
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Bethlehem Ladies:
The Bethlehem Ladies hosted their annual Guest Night on Tuesday, September 16th. There were 38
people in attendance. Our speaker for the evening was Randy Olm, coordinator for the Kiel Area
Community Food Pantry. The Kiel Area Community Food Pantry is currently serving about 80
individuals/families in the Kiel School District who needs assistance with food to supplement their
current situation. It was very interesting to learn about how much product is needed to fulfill these
needs on a monthly basis. Their current needs list is posted on their website. Donations are
appreciated and can be dropped off on Wednesdays from 10am-1pm. Special THANK YOU to all the
members of Bethlehem for their generous donations we collected in August for the Food Pantry.
They were very thankful to receive everything we collected. Monetary donations are also accepted
and preferred as they can purchase items in bulk and at a discounted price. Thank you to Randy and
his team for their tireless work to provide food to these families in need. Thank you to all who took
time to join us! It was enjoyed by all.

On to wash Communion glasses for October:

Sunday, Oct 5th: Polly Jeanty

Our next meeting is Sunday, October 19th at 8:30AM – ALL ladies are welcome to join us!

Polly Jeanty
Secretary
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Bethlehem Sunday School:

 SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS BEGUN

We are hearing the sounds of Sunday School children. They come
running in the building in the morning and are leaving with papers in
their hands. What did you learn today is asked by parents. The kids
proudly show them their colored art works.

We are looking for children volunteers to help collect Jingle Change
during the church service. The consistory and teachers will show the kids what to do. Jingle change 
helps support several organizations each month.

Up-coming events for kids. CROP walk will be held on Oct 12 beginning at St Peters in Kiel. Watch 
your bulletin and posters for details.

Feel free to sit in on any class and help with activities or just be a helper.

See you in class.

Keep collecting those cans!

________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Scrip:

Fall is here!  If you need fall supplies, please keep scrip in mind to buy gift cards to purchase your 
needs.  

Christmas is right around the corner, and it is not too early to purchase gift cards or at least to be 
thinking about it.  If there is something in particular you are looking for do not hesitate to let me know. 
Your support is appreciated.  Scrip is available the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month.  

We set aside 10% for the families in need program.  

Linda Rabe

Scrip Stats:                                   $$Sold                                          Profit  

9/1/2025             $3,555.00           $173.88
9/16/2025           $1,090.00           $  42.75
                                                                                

CAPS AND EGG CARTONS: 
Thank you to all who save egg cartons and caps.  The egg cartons are used in a food bank, as eggs 
are re-packaged.  The caps are recycled and used to make plastic park benches. Please make sure 
that your caps are washed and free of any food or milk, otherwise they tend to mold and they 
are not passed along.   Thank you!
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From the Church Historian:
The past several months this historian column has focused on the 20 th 
Anniversary of the new Bethlehem UCC building. For many years financial 
concerns at Bethlehem was centered on raising funds to start and then pay 
off the mortgage. Below find some significant dates in that process. Then 
also see the article from the day of celebration for the burning of the 
mortgage.

 2000   – Long Range Planning Committee appointed – began looking at the future

– Building Fund established

 2004   May – vote to proceed with building project pending financing approval

                     December – work on a major fund raising capital campaign pledge program “Stepping 
Forward with Faith” begins

 2005   March – vote to proceed with building project
                    May – groundbreaking for new building
                    June – Denmark State Bank and Bethlehem sign construction loan papers for up to 
$1,200,000.

 2006   January – first worship service in new building

                    February – Denmark State Bank and Bethlehem UCC sign mortgage note for 
$919,922.80 at an interest rate of 6%

                    February - dedication of new building

                    March – Interest of $4,599.62 and Principal of $10,200 for first mortgage payment
                    April - open house for new building

 2018   February – final loan payment is made
                    September – Mortgage burning ceremony
                    Mission Sunday/Mortgage Burning – September 9, 2018

On Sunday, September 9th, Bethlehem United Church of Christ celebrated its annual Mission Fest. 
This has traditionally been a time to listen to guest speakers tell about the great things their 
organization does to make our world a better place to live. This year, Bethlehem made a difference in 
our community. After worship and lunch, members got involved in various community service 
projects. These included Adopt-A-Highway Trash Clean-up, Cleaning up storm damaged trees at the 
Schleswig Cemetery, staining the gazebo in Kiel, filling Comfort Bags for Foster Children, tying 
Fleece Blankets and spending time with Senior Citizens at two local assisted living facilities. Later in 
the day, Bethlehem celebrated paying off the mortgage of the church building with a special service at
3:30 pm. 

Special guest, Rev. Kathryn Kuhn, former pastor at Bethlehem from 2003 to 2007 reminded 
congregation members of the struggles and challenges to make the tough decision whether to 
remodel or build. Kuhn celebrated the spirit displayed as the decision to move forward emerged. She 
praised the dedication of Marilyn Brickbauer who tirelessly served as building fund treasurer.

Continued on page 12
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Former pastor (2009 – 2016), Rev. Ashley Nolte remembered how a special financial gift from 
another church lifted the spirits and gave new spark to the efforts to pay off the mortgage. She 
reminded the congregation of a dream of being able to pay this generosity forward. She too spoke of 
the spirit and enthusiasm of Marilyn Brickbauer.

Bob Radder, President of the congregation expressed his gratitude to Marilyn Brickbauer, 
acknowledging her dedication to getting the construction bills paid, collecting the contributions, and 
making the monthly mortgage payments. Bob also thanked Gene Radder who as Building Committee
Chairperson dealt with contractors, subcontractors, weekly meeting, sub committees; and saw the 
project through to the end.

A moment of silence was observed to honor and remember those who were here as the project 
began but are no longer with us.

Then the mortgage was burnt.

The pastoral group read a litany for Being the Church, reminding us that the building is not a place to 
go in to be the church, but rather a place from which to go forth into the community.

(This article was be placed in the church history records along with pictures from the events of the 
day)

Kaye Radder, Historian

________________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday, October 8 – 6pm Confirmation class

Sunday, October 12 – 11:45am CROP Walk

Wednesday, October 29 – 6pm Confirmation class

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Loads of Love:  
Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat
and are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels,
and bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers
and dryers. With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this

important mission. Your donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container
located near the entrance to the sanctuary.                                                   

Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!
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IMPORTANT Bethlehem Announcements & Community Events:

ADULT MISSION TRIP 2026! Area UCC churches will be joining together to
send adult members (only because school will be in session) to flood-damaged
Kentucky next spring.  Here's your chance to help others and feel like you're
making a difference.  We will be having our first meeting to pick dates and begin
planning on Sunday, September 28 at 6 pm at Bethlehem. Mission trips are hard
work, but great fun!  All who are interested in participating are encouraged to
attend!  Please contact Pastor Randy for more information, or if you'd like to be
involved but cannot make the meeting.  We hope you will join us! 

The Rural Church Fellowship CROP WALK will be held on Sunday, Oct 12 
starting at 11:45.  The walk for hunger will begin at St. Peter’s UCC.  
ANYONE can walk in the event.  Please see Pastor Randy if you’d like to 
walk and collect donations.  Bethlehem’s confirmation students are also 
participating.  Please support them as you can! 

It’s that time again… we are seeking people who would be interested in
participating in the United Christmas choir? Rehearsals would be on Monday
evenings at 7 pm beginning in October. The concert is planned for Sunday,
December 14 at 1 pm at St. Peter's. Joint rehearsal on Monday, December 8 at 7
pm with a snow date of Wednesday, Dec. 10. Please see Pastor Randy to be
added to the list.  

Gospellers Coming to Sheboygan, October 11 and 12 The Wisconsin Gospellers will be coming 
to Sheboygan on Saturday, October 11 and Sunday, October 12th.   The Gospellers will be 
leading the 10:00 am worship service in the First Congregational UCC (FCC) sanctuary on Sun. 
Oct. 12th.  All who like to sing are invited to join the Gospellers for  the Sat. Oct. 11th music 
workshop that they will be hosting from 3-5 pm in the FCC sanctuary.  Any questions can be 
directed to David Wernecke (davidmusic1213@yahoo.com). We look forward to you joining us for
this exciting opportunity. 

Tim Keenan, (who has served as a supply pastor at BUCC), is a Christian novelist and has 
published several books.  There will a book signing at St. John’s UCC in Ada from 2pm-
4pm on Sunday, October 26.  Please see the flyer for details and for information of 
ordering his books. 

 
Save your Aluminum Cans: Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans.
Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery.
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IMPORTANT Bethlehem Announcements & Community Events (continued):

~Can you help?  Bethlehem will be assisting at the Immanuel UCC Food Pantry on a Thursday 
once a month.  Times are approximately 8:30 – 11am.  Please sign-up in the Fellowship Hall 
for Thursday, October 23rd.

Thursday, Oct 30 -  United Church Men & Women’s Scholarship Banquet – Ebenezer 
UCC, Sheboygan – Meal starts @ 6:30pm – Program at 7:45 with Music by Rev. Dr. 
Christopher Grundy.  The program is free.  Tickets are $20 if you want to join for the 
meal.  See Pastor Randy for tickets.  If you like to make a donation to the scholarship
fund, donations are always welcome! 

Friday, October 31, 2025. – WHAT WE SING MATTERS – A Sing-a-Long Workshop
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. with Rev. Dr. Christopher Grundy, Academic Dean | Professor of Worship 
and Preaching | Dean of the Chapel, Eden Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri -- Event Venue: 
Lakeland University, Bradley Auditorium, W3718 South Dr, Plymouth, WI 53073  The event is free, 
but please register with Pastor Randy and he will procure your tickets. 

Get Comfortable!   

Bethlehem has a new “lounge” located in the middle Sunday School room. 
Comfortable seating!   Coffee!   Books and Games!

We also have many resources on wellness if you’re interested.   
Feel free to relax or meet for conversation.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Those in our Thoughts and Prayers  

Joys:  The recent baptism of Vander John Schisel.   

Vander was born on June 6 2025, to parents, John and Sarah Schisel. 

Those Grieving:
The Family of Rachel Zeinemann
The Family of Diane Hartman
The Family of Will Mathes

              

Those struggling with health issues:
Louie Bowe
Ross Sippel

    Brad Westphalen                          
                Heidi Konen               

         Darlene Horneck                                                 
                              Dawson Horneck                   

                                     Jessica Horneck                                           
   Mary Beth Molitor               

Tom Lefeber               
Dana

Marie Rietbrock
Donna Firman

Hubert
                                                 Sofia
                                          Scott Vogel
                             John (Friend of Schlegel’s)
 

Those unable to worship with us:     
   Merlin Ninmer 
 Helen Henning
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WISE PAGE
The WISE Team met on September 14, 2025

The month of August's jingle change collection went to Pathways to a Better Life in Kiel.  The 

WISE Team led Sunday Worship on August 31, 2025.  With guest speakers from Pathways to

a Better Life.  Sue Beattie, founder and owner, shared the journey that Pathways is 

undertaking in our community.  How Faith and Hope have guided her through this journey.  A 

second guest, Matthew, shared his story of recovery from addiction and what he has 

continued to learn from Pathways, and how he is helping others with challenges of mental 

health.

We would like to Thank the members of our church who have helped with the funds raised for

us to sponsor an event as a community service to the Kiel area.  The presenter is Officer 

Adam Meyers from Hartford, WI, founder of “stopthethreatstopthestigma.org”.  Officer Meyers 

will share his story and describe the work he has done to normalize conversations about 

mental wellness for law enforcement, firefighters, first responders, and other public safety 

professionals.  This event will take place at the Kiel Community Center on October 20th from 

6 pm to 8 pm.      This event is FREE.

Posters have been made, one is hanging in our church fellowship hall, and others have been 

provided to police stations, fire departments, EMT departments, schools, churches, 

community centers, libraries, banks, Medical facilities, grocery stores in Kiel, Elkhart Lake, 

New Holstein, Chilton, and Manitowoc County sheriff, and township fire departments.

We hope you will join us on October 20th to hear Officer Meyers share his experience that led

him to become an advocate for breaking the silence around mental health issues.

Let’s take care of each other. Mental Health matters!
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OCTOBER Kiel Area Community Food Pantry items:   Cleaning Supplies      

             
     OCTOBER Jingle Change supports:  NIN (Neighbors in Need)
                      

OCTOBER BETHLEHEM Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5

8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship

6

Loads of Love
4pm

7 8

6pm 
Confirmation 
class

9 10 11

12

8am Sunday School 
9:30am Worship 
11:45am CROP 
Walk

13 14
6:30pm 
Consistory 
mtg.

15 16 17 18

19

8am Sunday School
8:30am Bethlehem 
Ladies mtg.
9:30am Worship

20

6pm WISE 
speaker at 
Kiel 
Community 
Center

21 22

5PM November 
Spirit articles 
due to Traci

23

9am 
Bethlehem 
@ Immanuel 
Food Pantry

24 25

26

8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship

27 28 29

6pm Confirmation
class

30

UCMW 
Banquet 
6:30pm

31
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October Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

Kerry Henning

5 6 7 8 9

Lloyd & 
Darlean 
Rumpff

10 11

12 13 14

Rick Rabe

15

Mark & 
Brenda 
Riesterer

16

Lisa 
Westphalen

Tom & Marie 
Mueller
Daniel & 
McKenna 
Rugowski

17

Cameron 
Wempner

18

Kyle & Brianna 
Pennell

19 20

Joe & 
MaryBeth 
Molitor

21 22 23 24

Randy & 
Melissa 
Koppenhaver

25

26 27

Aliyah Arnold
Tyson Arnold
Steve 
Deignan

28 29

Hudson 
Hoban
Tony & Sandy 
Tesch

30 31

Laura Mueller
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