The Spirit of Bethlehem
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BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
11608 Lax Chapel Road, Kiel, WI 53042

(920)894-3332

Greetings good people of Bethlehem!

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard your
hearts and minds this YEAR!

What a great year it's been at Bethiehem UCC! So many wonderful
things were accomplished in the spirit of Jesus’ compassionate love.
This community really knows what it is called to do. All of our annual
events were successful: the Undy 500, Mission Sunday, food drives,
and the Heifer project. Bethlehem’s generosity knows no bounds.

One of the major accomplishments of 2025 was the finalization of our
WISE initiative. At last year’s annual meeting, the congregation
approved the covenant. It took until October, (for reasons beyond our
control,) but Bethlehem’s covenant was certified and we are now
listed among the 91 WISE congregations nationwide. This is just the
beginning of our work welcoming and advocating for those affected by
mental health concerns. Also in October, the WISE team hosted its
first community event when Officer Adam Meyers spoke of his
struggles with anxiety, depression, and PTSD. We will continue to
look for ways that Bethlehem can engage with the greater community
around the issue of mental health. If you are interested in joining the
WISE team, we’d love to have you!

On a personal level, | wish to thank the people of Bethlehem who
supported ME during 2025, and the years preceding, as | worked
towards ordination. | have always said, and will continue to say, itis a
great honor and pleasure to serve this congregation!
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So what’s next? | have a few ideas for additions and changes as we move forward. | have been
working behind the scenes to complete my “Grief Coach” certification. This additional knowledge and
skills will assist me in both my roles as pastor and chaplain, but also allow us the opportunity to hold a
GRIEF GROUP at Bethlehem. Stay tuned for details. Also, to allow more time for informal
conversation, | am looking to begin holding coffee or breakfast gatherings for those who might be
interested. I’'m also open to book studies or bible study if it's something the community wants as well.
Are there new ministries we should look at?

What can we change? What can we eliminate? Are there old practices that no longer fill a need? Is
the worship format meaningful to you? Music? I’'m open to your ideas and suggestions. Here are a
few things I've been considering:

e We need more fellowship time. If we aren’t willing to hold coffee hour EACH
Sunday, how about twice a month? Christ’s church is built on the concept of community. We aren’t
intended to live our faith in isolation. “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | with
them,” — Matthew 18:20. Let’s slow down and engage in conversation. The church doesn’t need to be
empty fifteen minutes after worship.

e Along those lines, how can we make our space more “homey?” what can be
done with the physical space to ENCOURAGE people to sit and talk. | wantchurch to feel like an
extension of home, not an institution.

o Finally, out of respect for God’s creation, can we please stop using disposable
items for eating and drinking??? Especially Styrofoam! | understand people
don’t want to do dishes, well then maybe it’s time to invest in a dishwasher??
Just food for thought!

Let us continue to work together in brotherly and sisterly harmony for the good of all God’s children. It
is a pleasure to be your pastor and to serve God side-by-side with you. May God bless your 2026!
In Christ,

Pastor Randy

o

Pastor Randy will be out of state 12/25-12/30. In the event emergency
pastoral care is needed, Rev. Dan Krueger of Saron UCC has agreed to
be on call. 920-946-3351




Bethlehem United Church of Christ

11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI 53042
Phone: 920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at www.bethlehemkiel.org

Our Spiritual Leader: Reverend Randall Koppenhaver
Phone: 920.286.2531 or email: randynmel5@gmail.com

for Mental Health

e Sunday School every Sunday September — May at 8am.
e Gather in the sanctuary for our worship Sunday mornings at 9:30am.
» View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook
L live stream at 9:30am htip.//www.facebook.com/bucckiel/ OR watch the

P recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website anytime that is
Schedule : : .
convenient for you and your family www.bethlehemkiel.org

2026 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members

Reverend Randall Koppenhaver (920)286-2531 or randynmel5@gmail.com
Elder/President - Steve Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com
Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder — Lee Watson (920)562-0588 or Iwatson@kiel.k12.wi.us
Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary — Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 or LandKBowe@outlook.com
Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 or srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175 or jm59umland@gmail.com

IF you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your giving envelope/check to:
Bethlehem UCC
c/o Ruthie Rumpff

11608 Lax Chapel Road,

Kiel, WI 53042
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for detail

. Remember Your
Offerings
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Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website
www.bethlehemkiel.org

Give On-line

Your giving's will go directly to
offset our day-to-day costs of
maintaining the church, which
-ludes staff salaries and
nefits, utilities, study
materials, cleaning supplies,
etc.

Click on the donate button to make a secure online contribution today!

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church. This option was
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.

The on-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card. The church is
charged 1.99% plus 49 cents for each transaction. You have the option to add this charge to your
donation.

Thank you for all your support!

*Sunday, Janmary 4th All Church Group

Anunal Reports are due +o Traci Rabe by Spwn.
Please send vour report as a ready to print
PDE document to Traci at trabefamilysdgmail.com
Anunal Reports will be available in your church mailbox
on Sunday, Jannary 11,

?Ahnual
Meeling

Bethlehem’s Avnnal meeting is Sunday, Jannary 25th
following worship. Please bring your auwmunal report

with you.




, ' Pastoral Care: Please keep me informed of hospitalizations and other pastoral care
/ ///g ' P needs. If you know of someone from our church family who is sick or in the hospital,
17/ — ask if they've let me know. If not, offer to contact me on their behalf. | don't want
anyone to feel unsupported in a time of need. - Reverend Randy (920)286-2531 or
randynmelS@gmail.com

Spiritual Care

LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS!

Reverend Randy is looking for persons interested in leading worship services as ®
liturgists. Lead the Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, and
Read a portion of the scriptures. A sign-up sheet is on the door to the pastor’s
office. Let Randy know if you have any questions.

Volunteers
“*Needed.

Sunday, January 4
Jeremiah 31:7-14 Psalm 147:12-20 or Solomon 10:15-21 Ephesians 1:3-14 John 1:(1-9), 10-18

Sunday, January 11
Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 29 Acts 10:34-43 Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday, January 18
Isaiah 49:1-7 Psalm 40:1-11 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 John 1:29-42

Sunday, January 25
Isaiah 9:1-4 Psalm 27:1, 4-9 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Matthew 4:12-23
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A\ Present: Steven Voland, Jane Umland, Ross Westphalen, Kathy Bowe, Lee Watson,
Bethtehiern RuUthie Rumpff, Traci Rabe and Rev. Randy Koppenhaver.

Call to order: 5:40 PM (early due to predicted snow)
Opening by Randy: Prayer

Monthly Reports

Financial Secretary — Ruthie

o Month income $6,304.00 ($2,387.00 below YTD collection) $74,879.00 ($20,722.00
below YTD requirement) The report is approved as presented (motion by Jane and 2nd by Ross)
Jingle Change — month of Nov — Sunday School-Christmas- $218.44

Treasurer — Jane

o Giving’s received in Nov to date are $6,552.44 bringing the checkbook balance to
$30,839.80 The report is approved as presented (motion by Ruthie and 2nd by Traci)

Building & Grounds Checking and Savings
- Checking = $1,155.67
- Saving = $8,677.65

CD update (Bank First) ($5000.00 ea.)

Invested $20,000 in four separate 7-month CDs of $5,000 each. The maturity dates are
staggered throughout the year, with the principal reinvested and interest designated for a
special cause.

CD #5409 invested Jan ($5000.00)

CD-#1088 invested Mar ($5000.00)

CD #3584 invested Apr ($5000.00)

CD #6473 invested May ($5000.00)

Secretary — Kathy

The Secretary’s monthly mtg minutes were approved as printed in the Nov Spirit of Bethlehem.
Approved by Ross and 2nd by Jane.

Building & Grounds Updates

- Door and window seals were addressed — Thank you Rick R &Tom R

- Snow blower was checked — all is ready

- Estimates were received for furnaces per request from consistory member
- Received first removal of snow bill - $515.00



Pastoral Report

Worship - 11/16, 11/23, 12/7
- Upcoming “OFF” Sundays: Dec. 14, Dec. 28, Jan. 11, March 22, May 17
- Blue Christmas December 18 @ 6:30pm

Confirmation/Youth/Sunday School

- Confirmation: Class sessions on 11/18, 12/3

- Service project 12/3 - Red kettles at Piggly Wiggly 5-6pm

- Breakfast on 12/7 - all families helped, $250 collected

- Retreat set for Jan 16-17, 2026

- Future of confirmation — Small number for next year, should we combine with another church?
- Friendsgiving event 11/23 at St. Peters - 3 Youth from Bethlehem. Next mtg in Jan

Mission

- Loads of Love - 12/1 - 2 clients , $60.25 expended - . $72.25 collected in November

- Bell Ringing Dec. 17th 5-6pm? — Is anyone available to ring the bell at Kiel Pig?

- WISE - Meeting on 12/21

- $500 donated to WISE from mission

- BUCC signed up for Sheboygan Warming Shelter on Jan 25 - 6-9pm

- Mission Trip Meeting March 22-28 to Pikeville, KY - Next meeting Jan 11, 6pm @ BUCC
- Hoping for $100 from each congregation for supplies, gas (BP cards), etc

- BUCC will contribute chili again

Pastoral care

- Phone calls and left messages 3x
- Other electronic communication 3x
- Cards 3x

- Visits 3x

- Care Center/Hospital visits 2x

Conference/Wider Church
- Attended WCUCC centering prayer workshop on 12/2 in West Bend
- Community of Practice at Peace UCC, FDL on Nov 18

Other

- Area UCC clergy mtg on 11/12, next on 12/11

- Watson/Meyer Wedding scheduled for 10/3/2026 (off site)

- Dayna Schultz wedding 5/31/2026 (off site)

- Enrolled in Prepare/Enrich

- Lau Baptism scheduled for Jan. 18

- New Members scheduled for Feb. 8

- New Members? - Looking at February for new member Sunday



Member Outreach — cards sent on behalf of Bethlehem — None

OLD BUSINESS
- Christmas Prep — Blue Christmas, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day — all are on track
- Annual meeting Prep — Jane is preparing final draft
- With the updating of new media equipment, there will be several items available for
sale/donation.

e Small TV with VHS capability

e DVD player

e VHS tapes

e Large TV stand

e Old projection screen and equipment

¢ Also available is a couch and rocking chair
- Bethlehem Ladies up-date — more discussion at annual meeting

- Inclement Weather Procedure — Cancellation will be decided by 6:00 am
e Notification — Facebook, Blurb, Phone call, TV station (channel 2 and 26)
- Ice Fishing Sunday will be 2/22/26 Appx 11:30-2:00 — more details to come
- Snow Removal — talk with Shane to eliminate loader unless needed
- Sunday Service of Joy — will be Christmas Sing-a-Long (12/14/25)
NEW BUSINESS
- New Member Sunday — 2/8/26
IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

e 12/28 — Sing-a-long with Darren preaching 9:30 am
e 1/4/26 — Annual reports due to Traci
e 1/25/26 — Annual meeting
o 2/8/26 — New Member Sunday
e 2/15/26 — Rural Fellowship Card Tourney
o 2/22/26 — Ice Fishing on Wilke’'s Lake
Motion to adjourn by Lee & Ross 2™ the motion. All were in favor.
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM
Next meeting — Jan 13 2026 6:30 PM.
Closed with Lord’s Prayer

Secretary, Kathy Bowe



The Bethlehem Ladies met at Altona Supper Club on Monday, December 22™ at
4:30p.m. for our Christmas Party. Six members and their spouses/friends were present.

A e Pastor Randy joined us as well.

We had a brief meeting before we enjoyed a meal together. Shirley also shared a word game for the
group titled Christmas Song Scramble. Pastor Randy completed the most and received a sweet treat
as a prize.

We collected our thank offerings and together with the jingle change collected in July, we sent a
check to the Christmas Cheer for $170.26. Thank you to all who contributed!!

We discussed how the Bethlehem Ladies funds will be distributed after we disband at the end of the
year. It was decided to wait and talk to the Consistory to see what our options are.

The Consistory has appointed a lead person for the washing of the communion glasses. Watch the
Spirit for further information on this. Please continue to volunteer to help wash the glasses. The
Bethlehem Ladies would like to thank all who have helped us out over the years with the washing of
the glasses.

After our meal, we exchanged Secret Pal gifts.

As this year comes to an end as well as the Bethlehem Ladies’ Organization, we want to say THANK
YOU to everyone in the congregation for their continued support to our group over the years. Our
small group did big things, but we couldn’t have done it without all of you! THANK YOU!! THANK
YOU!

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for a Healthy, Happy and Peaceful New Year!
Polly Jeanty
Secretary

The Confirmation students will be meeting the following dates for class:
C{Hb mation Wednesday, January 7™ at 6pm
_Wednesday, January 21* at 6pm

The Confirmation students will also be attending a retreat at Lakeland University January 16 —
January 17 6pm-11am.




First, we would like to thank everyone who contributed to the jingle change
(218.44) in November. The monies are being used to purchase additional
socks.

® : There will be no Sunday School on 12/28/25 or 1/4/26.

Thank you to all the children who helped with lighting the Advent candles.
Thank you to all the kids who were in the program on 12/21.

Thank you to all the parents for bringing your children each week to Sunday

SUNDA SCHOO[SchooI. And a big thank you to our teachers and helpers. You are all much
appreciated.

Yes, it is time to talk about our birthday Leprosy month. Look for a letter coming your way. The
offering from the Sunday School and the jingle change will be sent to Leprosy. The cure is now
$400.00 In 1999 the Sunday School designated the month of February as Leprosy/Birthday month.
The children would bring their birthday money regardless of when their birthday is. Singing “Happy
Birthday still is done on the child’s birthday. Videos and stories are shared with the children to
educate them on the disease of Leprosy. No matter what the amount of the collection, the Sunday
School donates enough money to cure one child, using other fund-raising monies. Today we are still
asking for a child to bring .25 per your age. (Us teachers are glad we didn’t raise it any higher)

We are still looking for more help in teaching Sunday School. This is not a full-time job. Teachers
share weeks and set their own schedule. Lessons and supplies are provided. Feel free to sit in on
any class and help with activities or just be a helper.

See you on January 11th.
Happy New Year

Keep collecting those cans!

CALLT NG NEW MEMBERSI T you've been visiting for awhile and feel like
Bethlehem is a “good fit” for vyou, we will be inducting new members on
Sunday, February &. We will meet at 2:45 am that morvivg for a little
paperwork and Bethlehem “education,” followed by the induction during
worship. We will celebrate after worship with a reception. Please see Pastor
if you'd like +o join Bethlehem, or if vou have duestions.
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Thank you to everyone who used the scrip program for their Christmas shopping and giving!

Happy 2026! Please consider using the Scrip program in the new year. We have cash and carry
cards which are available to purchase for your week of grocery or gas.

Stop at the scrip table and check it out!

-Linda Rabe

SCRIP STATS: PROFIT

11/23/2025 $ 290.00 $ 15.41

12/07/2025 $5,250.00 $232.45

12/14/2025 $1 ,74000 $ 53.26 Beth[ehem .SC'ﬂp Program

CAPS AND EGG CARTONS:

Thank you to all who save egg cartons and caps. The egg cartons are used in a food bank, as eggs
are re-packaged. The caps are recycled and used to make plastic park benches. Please make sure
that your caps are washed and free of any food or milk, otherwise they tend to mold and they
are not passed along. Thank you!

Just a note to let you know who we are.

The Bethlehem Cemetery Association was formed on May 26, 1947. It currently has 41 members.
The Cemetery board consists of 3 members, a Director, Treasurer and Clerk. Each position serves a
term of 3 years and can be re-elected.

The organization meets once a year. The group is responsible for the upkeep of the cemetery
grounds. Bethlehem UCC has also contracted this group to mow the lawn surrounding the church.

The cemetery and the church are separate entities. As a member of the association, you pay dues
each year in the amount of $5.00 and you can purchase a plot in the cemetery at a reduced price.
However, you do not have to be a member of the association to purchase a plot. Everyone is
welcome! You also do not have to be a member of Bethlehem UCC, this cemetery is open to the
public.

If you would like any more information concerning this group, please feel free to contact any
board member.

Director — Rick Rabe

Treasurer — Kathy Bowe
Clerk — Louie Bowe
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As we begin the celebration of 160 years at Bethlehem, here is a look at Baptism at Bethlehem:

Drawing from deep roots in the Reformed tradition, more often than not we practice infant baptism,
understanding how beautifully God’s grace and love comes to us: arriving in our lives even before we
have a chance to choose it for ourselves. Baptism is a simple sacrament; setting the course of a life
always bound to the love of God through Jesus Christ. Because it is
‘simple, we are taught that there are three things necessary for baptism:
water, a person to be baptized and God.

Baptism usually occurs within our Sunday mornings service as the
gathered community celebrates and welcomes the newest member into
this community of faith. The child’s parents and sponsors bring the one
to be baptized him or her to the font at the front at the front of the
sanctuary for the celebration of the sacrament. Occasionally a baptism is
performed at a hospital. Years ago many infants were baptized in their
parent’s home or even the grandparent’s home.

Because we practice (mostly) infant baptism, a special part of the service
is the naming of the child for the first time as one of God’s beloved in the
presence of the Christian community. Our ancient Christian tradition
teaches that this act of naming a child offered protection and belonging
in God’s family. Many children are named after deeply loved family and
friends; others carry names with special meanings. This sacrament
connects us to the past, present and future. Families mark this in many
ways and often it is the baptismal gown (or other clothing) worn by the
child has special family significance; such as the same gown worm by a
sibling, parent, or even grandparent.

In 1866 a total of 11 children were baptized. The very first being
Elisabeth Emma Krause, daughter of Charles and Regina, baptized on
April 1, 1866.

The Bethlehem record books name 863 children and 8 adults baptized
during its history.

During the month of January, please see the display in the Fellowship
Hall of some very old baptismal certificates. Several are more than 100
years old.

Kaye Radder, Historian
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Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat and
are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels, and
bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers and

LOADS OF dryers. With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this important

| wvE . mission. Your donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located near

the entrance to the sanctuary.

Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!

Get Comfortable!

Bethlehem has a new “lounge” located in the middle Sunday School room. | ‘ CPRF EF AEKE ? 7‘3
Comfortable seating! Coffee! Books and Games! \\7%
We also have many resources on wellness if you're interested. . ﬁm”,f

Feel free to relax or meet for conversation.

Volunteers are needed to shovel the sidewalk and entryway at church. Your
Commitment is only a few weeks to a month. Please sign up on the sheet located
in the fellowship hall.

Thavk you! Thank You! THANK YOUll Due +o the geverosity of the Bethlehem people plus
an addition by the Merry Christians, $3000 was sent to Heifer International. That
amount vot only exceeded our goal of $1820 for 2025 but also exceeded the amonnt of
$2750 given in 2024. This allowed us to give 3 Heifers, 3 Goats, 3 Sheep, 3 Figs, 3
Flocks of Chicks, 4 Honeybee Hives, and 4 Baskets Garden Seeds. This came at a great
time as Heifer International anmonnced a dovor willing to match 5 times contributions
received during this time period. Thank voull

&= Save your Aluminum Cans: Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans.
‘gﬂ Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery.
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Bethlehem UCC is signed up to work at the Sheboygan Warming
Center on Sunday, January 26. The shift is from 6pm-9pm. The work
involves setting up for dinner, serving dinner, washing dishes
(commercial dishwasher) and cleaning up. There are five slots available.

Sign up in the fellowship hall.

Save the Date(s)
February 4, 2026 — Bethlehem Chili Supper

Plans are underway to carry on the annual Chili supper and for the fifth time will be:

Drive thru/pick up only

Your help needed:
Sunday, February 1, 2026
10:30 — 12 noon
Prep day: Set up work areas, cook meat etc.

Wednesday, February 4, 2026
Bring Tortes
8:00 - 12 noon
Cook Chili, serve noon lunches
3:00 - 6:00 pm
Serve Chili, Dishes, Clean up

Also Note:
e Needed: Ice Cream Pails with covers

e Chili Supper Tickets Available — packets of 10 tickets for the February 4, 2026 Chili Supper are
available in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign out any packets you take. If you'd like less than 10
please see Kaye Radder. Payment is due by Feb 4.

e Posters and signs will be distributed the first week in January. Please contact Kaye Radder if
you would like to help with this
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Those i our Thoughts and Pravers
Joys:

Those Grieving:

The Family of Tom Phillip, Jr
The Family of Jeanette Wriedt
The Family of Will Mathes

Those struggling with health issues:

Louie Bowe
Brad Westphalen
Heidi Konen
Darlene Horneck
Dawson Horneck
Jessica Horneck
Hubert
Sofia
Melissa
Larry
Chase Goekes
Tyler Smith
Mark
Molly
Willow
Raymond

Those unable to worship with us:

Merlin Ninmer
Helen Henning
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JANUARY/February Kiel Area Community Food Pantry items: Can of Soup

¢ =~
g FOOD
% PANTRY

L - JANUARY Jingle Change supports: The Mission Trip NEEDS
JANUARY BETHLEHEM Events
Sunday Wowday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday, Friday | Saturday
1 2 3
48am Sunday School B 6 7 8 9 10
9:30am Communion  |Loads of Love 6pm Confirmation
Service 4pm class
S5pm ALL Church
Group Annual
Reports due to Traci
11 8am Sunday 12 13 14 15 16 17
School 6P Confirmation
9:30am Worship Consistory Retreat Confirmation
. . mtg. Retreat
6pm Mission Trip mtg. Lakeland Lakeland
At BUCC
18 8am Sunday 19 20 21 22 23 24
School , .
6pm Confirmation
9:30am Worship class
Youth Leaders mtg at
5pm
5PM FEBRUARY
Spirit articles due to
Traci
258am Sunday School(26 27 28 29 30 31

9:30am Worship
ANNUAL MTG
FOLLOWING WORSHIP

6pm BUCC at
Sheboygan Warming
Center
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JANUARY Birthdays & Avniversaries

Sunday Wonday Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Kenzie Jayden Jeanty |Carol Wehrmann
Koppenhaver
Grant Taylor
4 5 ] 7 (o) q 10
Garrett Schultz Pat Hoban Harrison Zorn
Jane Umland Rich Schmitt
MaryBeth Arlyn Retlich
Molitor
1 12 1% 14 15 16 17
Kamlynn Shirley Judy Mueller
Rumpff Henschel Bill Biwan
Mckenzie
Biwan
1% 14 20 21 22 23 24
Shelby Katrina Nancy
Aschenbach Rumpff Zimmermann
Hailey Wirtz
25 26 27 29 29 20 21
Lora Mathes
Gary Rabe
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.you will be called by

a new name that the mouth

of the Lorp will bestow.
ISATAENE BN T\
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